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sweat of your brow even though you may be under Father's roof.
Will you be correspondent to some newspapers? Or will you take
up a professorship ?

Tours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

A Bunch of Old Letters, pp. 40-1

105.   LETTER TO <7. RAJAGOPALACHARI

G/o M, MAHOMED ALI,

"COMRADE" OFFICE,

DELHI,

September 15, 1924

DEAR RAJAGOPALAGHARI,

I have been constantly thinking of you ever since the reading
of your letter. How is it that you do not see the necessity as
clearly as I do of the step I have taken? I agree with you that
it is better to leave the Congress if we cannot enforce our programme.
The difficulty is to know how* I cannot help feeling that we
must not embarrass the Swarajists. They are supplying a felt
want They do represent a large section of people who want
petty relief. Shall we obstruct them? Ours is predominantly a
spiritual activity. Its strength is developed unperceived and not
by merely debating and vote-taking, I am still not clearly expres-
sing myself. I have simply set forth one argument out of many for
the course I have taken and advised for adoption by us all.
Somehow or other I feel the absolute correctness of the step even
though I cannot demonstrate it to your satisfaction. I know how
difficult it must be for you and others suddenly to accommodate
yourselves to these sudden changes. But how shall I help myself!
I know I am putting an undue strain upon the loyalty and the
faith of co-workers. But is it not better that I should do that
rather than that I should suppress the clear voice within? Of
what use should I be if I once stifled that monitor? But this
merely by the way.1

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary.   Courtesy:   Narayan
Desai

1 The source here adds in brackets:   "The rest of the letter deals with
S.I. Flood Relief Work."